INTRODUCTION
Balloon flower (Platycodon grandiflorum A. DC.) is a native East Asian perennial plant that has violet bell-shaped flowers (Makino et al., 1978) . This plant is used for cut flowers and in ornamental gardens in Japan. Conventional propagation is by seeds, which results in non-uniform plants by genetic segregation. Propagation by crown division is too slow for producing many plants in a short time although the plants are uniform. To overcome this problem, in vitro propagation methods were developed. Previously we demonstrated an efficient propagation method of Salvia leucantha (Hosoki and Tahara, 1993) and Verbena tenera (Hosoki and Katahira, 1994) by repeated node culture in vitro. To date, there has been no report on in vitro propagation of balloon flower. The objective of the present experiment was to evaluate whether or not in vitro vegetative propagation of this species could be possible using the node culture method as shown in Salvia or Verbena. (Hosoki and Tahara, 1993) . 
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